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MINUTES OF THE 

POST CONVENTION DEC MEETING 

Post Convention DEC Meeting 

April 25, 2026 

Jody’s Great Room Wasilla 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

The meeting was called to order by President Nina Ketelsen at 3:35 p.m. 

 

OPENING CEREMONIES 

 

MOTION: by Sabrina Schmidt (Unit 29) and seconded to forego opening ceremonies. 

 

The motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 

 

ROLL CALL 

 

National Officers 

National Executive Committee Member Penny Mazonna 

Alternate National Executive Committee Member April Sinclair 

 

Department Officers Present 

President Annette Gwalthney-Jones, 1st Vice President Nina Ketelsen, Secretary Barb Nath, 

Treasurer Pam Cawley, Chaplain Carrie Hintz, Historian Frances Bedel, Sgt-at-Arms Sabrina 

Schmidt, Executive Committee Robyn Downs, Executive Committee Brenda Fiddick 

 

Units Present 

Jack Henry Unit 1, Joseph T. Craig Unit 3, Seward Unit 5, Merlin Elmer Palmer Unit 6, Dorman 

H. Baker Unit 11, Sitka Unit 13, Matanuska Valley Unit 15, General Buckner Unit 16,Robert G. 

Blair Unit 17, Ninilchik Unit 18, George H. Plumley Memorial Unit 20, Spenard Unit 28, 

Muldoon Unit 29, Con Miller Unit 30, Peters Creek Unit 33, Susitna Valley Unit 35, C. Russell 

Huber Unit 57 

 

Standing Committee Chairs Present 

ALA Girls State Nina Ketelsen, Children and Youth Mary Scaturchio, Constitution and Bylaws 

Lisa Williamson, Finance Sabrina Schmidt, Historian Fran Bedel, Junior Activities Elizabeth 

Clausen, Leadership Colleen Newman, Legislative Patty Mazonna-Jones, Membership Robyn 

Downs, National Security Brenda Fiddick, Poppy Jena Arntzen, Public Relations Lisa 

Williamson, Risk and Compliance Pam Cawley 

 

Past Department Presidents Present 

Beverly Eads, Rehta Foster, Barbara Nath,  Lisa Williamson 

  



 

  Minutes of the April 25, 2026 

  Post Convention DEC Meeting Page 2 of 4 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

The minutes of the April 22, 2026 Pre-Convention meeting were ready for review. 

 

It was pointed out that Frances Bedel was present for the meeting and that the word “business” 

on page 2 was spelled incorrectly. 

 

MOTION: by Benda Fiddick (Unit 57) and seconded to approve the minutes of the April 22, 

2026 Pre-Convention DEC meeting with the above corrections. 

 

  The motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Ratify 2026-2027 Appointments 

President Nina Ketelsen announced her appointments to Standing Committees as follows: 

 

ALA Girls State Director – Nina Ketelsen (Unit 35) 

ALA Girls State Co-Director – Barbara Nath (Unit 35) 

ALA Girls State Board Members –  Mary Scaturchio (Unit 57) 

     Faye Graham-Voice (Unit 33) 

     Jane Bulovsky (Unit 15) 

Americanism – Shayla Teague (Unit 28) 

Auxiliary Emergency Fund – Beverly Eads (Unit 17) 

Children and Youth – Margaret Clausen (Unit 57) 

Christmas Project, Anchorage – Unit 29 

Christmas Project, Fairbanks – Unit 57 

Christmas Project, Kenai Peninsula – Units 16 and 18 

Community Service – Amy Baker (Unit 20) 

Constitution and Bylaws – Lisa Williamson (Unit 57) 

Education – Charlene Martin (Unit 29) 

Finance Committee – Sabrina Schmidt (Unit 29) 

   Brenda Fiddick (Unit 57) 

   Michelle Stout (Unit 1) 

History – Kathy Pefley (Unit 28) 

Junior Activities – Elizabeth Clausen (Unit 35) 

Leadership – Patty Mazonna-Jones (Unit 35) 

Legislative – TBD 

Membership – April Sinclair (Unit 57) 

National Security – Brenda Fiddick (Unit 57) 

Past Presidents Parley – Annette Gwalthney-Jones (Unit 1) 

Public Relations – Lisa Williamson (Unit 57) 

Risk and Compliance – Annette Gwalthney-Jones (Unit 1) 
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VA&R – Diana Estrada (Unit 35) 

 VAVS –  

Representative – TBD 

  Anchorage Deputy – Annette Gwalthney-Jones (Unit 1) 

  Fairbanks Deputy – Brenda Fiddick 

  Kenai Peninsula Deputy – TBD 

  Southeast Deputy – TBD 

 Service to Veterans – Barbara Nath (Unit 35) 

 

President Nina Ketelsen announced the following appointments 

 

Secretary – Frances Bedel (Unit 57) 

Treasurer – Pam Cawley (Unit 1) 

 

MOTION: by Rehta Foster (Unit 28) and seconded to ratify the President’s appointments to 

Standing Committee Chairs as well as the appointment of the Department 

Secretary and the Department Treasurer. 

 

The motion carried by unanimous voice vote 

 

Poppy Project – Jena Arntzen (Unit 3) announced that this year’s poppy project would consist of 

kitchenware.  It should be practical and easy kitchen utensils.  It will need to have at least five 

poppies on the utensil. 

 

Funds Raised at Department Convention – Our Treasurer Pam Cawley gave a final report for the 

funds raised. 

 

Future Development/PPP Auction 1,815.00 

AEF, Department 1,635.00 

AEF, National  1,528.00 

Fisher House 228.00 

Children and Youth  3,018.33 

ALA Girls State  2,705.00 

Juniors 150.00 

Poppy Funds 321.00 

VA&R  328.00 

     TOTAL 11,728.33 

 

Chaplain’s Quilt Project – President Annette explained every Unit was given an option to give 

$100 for the quilt.  At this time, they don’t have tickets printed.  Annette will send out a photo to 

all Unit Presidents and anyone who is interested in a ticket can purchase one.  The drawing will 

be held afterwards.   
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President’s Fundraiser – President Nina Ketelsen’s fundraiser is for the Honor Flight. 

 

Fall Conference – Spenard Unit 28 indicated that they would like to host the Fall Conference.  

There being no other Units bidding to host the Fall Conference, it was awarded to Unit 28 by 

acclimation.  The Fall Conference will be October 16-18, 2026. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

It was announced that the Installing Team will be as follows: 

  Installing Officer – Pam Ray 

  Chaplain – Lisa Williamson 

  Sgt-at-Arms – Jena Arntzen 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

A closing prayer was offered by Chaplain Carrie Hintz 

 

MOTION: by Lisa Williamson (Unit 57) and seconded to adjourn the Post Convention DEC 

meeting. 

 

  By unanimous voice vote, the meeting was adjourned at 4:01 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Barbara Nath 

 

Barbara Nath 

Department Secretary 


